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Immortality— Reply to llro, I. Bowman. 


BY J. A. HIDENUUH. 

[ Concluded from last wt(k.\ 
I agree with you that the Savior did uot go to 
heaven until after his resurrection, but he did goto 
paradise. Paul was caught up to heaven, but into 
paradise. They are ma the same by any means. 
But it was to the lower paradise the Savior went 
before hi » resurrection, for he went, by his Spirit, 
and this he could only do while the Spirit was ab 
sent from the body. It needs no changing of 
commas, or tinkering, nor wresting of the Scrip- 
tures to prove it. The thief knew that the prom- 
ise of favor made him on the cross, was made that 
very day and he need not be told so. But it was 
An important matter for him to know when it 
should take place. And the Savior told hiin that 
it should take place on that same day. The 
thief s request implies this, "Lord Jesus I am not 
like my wicked companion. I believe that thou 
art the Savior of sinners, the world's redeemer, 
and 1 should hove obeyed thy teaching, but I did 
not and now I can not. A few more hours of 
suffering and my soul will be in eternity. But, O, 
Lord, have mercy upon me ! Don't forget me 
when thou comest to raise thy saints, and set up 
thy kingdom on earth." The Savior's answer seems 
to imply this, "inasmuch as thou hast rebuked 
thy unbelieving companion in crime, vindicated 
my innocence and professed faith in me, I will re- 
member you before the time named. To-day, af- 
ter my suffering is endwi, and ray sou I is released 
from this body, I go to paradise to finish my 
mission, to preach the gospel and offer salvation 
to the antediluvians, for I came to save the world. 
And in order that the spirits of the antediluvians 
may be judged like men in the flesh — by the Gos- 
pel they must have it preached to them, then as a 
just judge, I can hold them accountable, as well as 
men in the flesh, if they refuse to accept salvation 
when it is offered to them. I am not willing that 
any should perish. For this reason I have spent 
three years in the flesh preaching to men in the 
flesh. I now go in the spirit to spend three days 
preaching to the spirits in prison, and there in 
that prison I will give thee a chance with the 
other prisoners to accept salvation upon the same 
condition. I offer it to then:, my will is not yet 
sealed, and consequently not yet in force on earth. 
And I have a right to bequeath salvation upon 
you in any way I see fit." 

Dear brother I think I have now fully answered 
your criticisms, and call your special attention to 
the fact that it is alone through the Gospel that 
"life and immortality is hrought to light." Prior 
to this man knew nothing about the intermedi- 
ate stute. They, from the very nature of the sub- 
ject could not, man could not draw aside the cur- 
tain and reveal the future. Jesus Christ could, 
and did, as the Scriptures I quote in this article 
abundantly prove. And to the readers of our pa 
per I would say, don't get tired of this subject 
too soon — there is more in it than appears at first 
sight. If Jesus saw enough to bring it to light 
through the Gospel, and labored to convince the 
Sadducees and people of his day. He certainly 
wants all the world to know it, if not be should 
have left us in darkness, and not brought it to 
light at all. So I hope the scales may fall from 
the "yes of my erring brethren, and that they take 
comfort in this wholesome doetrine, — Ellerton, 0. 

The Ureat Problem Still Unsolved. 


BY i. w. BEER 

I am glad that "Bible Student" has endeavored 
to "extend the sphere of his usefulness" and to 
"gratify my curiosity." In the latter he has suc- 
ceeded, but aa my questions are unanswered and 
the great problem unsolved, I am converted into 
a grave inquirer. 

In his Answer he says the apostle James asks 
the same question I did in relation to life, and 


then tell, us "it is' a vapor that appearetb for 
a little time." This is a mistake. James refers 
to the concrete life— your life, but my question re 
lated to liiv per ae. or life a. life. There is a wide 
difference between thy questions, what is life ? 
and what is your life? While your life or my 
lite may be a vapor, lite per ae is as enduring Me- 
lt* author. 

Paul speaks of "the life that now is and of that 
which is to come." Yes, here are two lives, the 
present and the future, and these lives may be 
states or conditions of being. But there is an 
identical life that conjoins them and extends 
through both. You may speak of the child life, 
youthful life, advanced life, sinful life, and the 
Christian life and all these may be found in the 
same person These are all different from eat:h 
other, some successive and Borne simultaneous, but 
the real, identical life unites and permeates them 
all. Without this identical life there could be no 
identity of person or being. My question does 
not refer to any of these states or conditions uf be- 
ing but to the real identical and identifying life. 

"Bible Student" takeB up my third question 
first. In answer to my third question he says the 
parts of man— "body, soul, and spirit" — are homo- 
geneous, as much «o as the dust from which he 
was made." This is simple evasive; and in his 
effort to evade the force of my question; he falls 
into materialism. The dust was all matter, snd 
was truly homogeneous. Now we know that the 
body, or physical organism, is material ; but the 
"Student" says body, soul, and spirit are as homo- 
geneous as the dust from which man was made ; 
and therefore are matter as the body. 

God save us from this homogenistic materia 1 . 
ism. There is nothing in all the oriental philos- 
ophy that is equal to it ; and it is in direct 
opposition to our Savior's teaching, and to "all 
scripture given by inspiration of God." Christ 
said, "A spirit hath not flesh and bones as y» see 
me have." 

To my first question— Is the whole divisible 
into parts ?— he answers, "no; except in the sense 
of cutting a living member from the living body." 

This is not satisfactory, because it is erroneous. 
Theoretically we know that the whole is divisi- 
ble or separable into "body, soul, and spirit;" 
and practically and experimentally, we know 
there is a separation of these parts that is different 
from cutting a living member from a living body. 
Body and spirit are as separable, or divisible as 
faith and works; and the "body without the 
spirit is dead." It follows, therefore, that the 
spirit as used in this text, is the vital and quicken- 
ing, or in other words, the living and life giving 
principle. By cutting a living member from a 
living body, the body still lives and the member 
dies ; but here you separate the living spirit from 
the body and the body is dead. 

"Bible Student" thinks he fully explained soul 
in his former article. Perhaps go; but in his 
latter he left untouched and unanswered nearly 
all of my questions. His reference to the primary, 
secondary, and more remote meanings of nepisA, 
psachee, ruach, and pneuma does not answer my 
questions. They do not relate to various ti-ansla 
turns, correct or incorrect, but to the truth under- 
lying the whole. 

I am sorry that any one should be so deceived 
by this soul-death doctrine as to wish to discuss 
it in the Evangelist, but as it has been intro- 
duced, I should like to see it annihilated before 
the discussion closer. 

No one says the body is not everlasting in some 
form, because the Scriptures does not speak of the 
eternal or everlasting body. Why then should 
anyone object to the immortality of the soul. 
merely because the expression, "immortal soul" is 
not found in the word of God ?-- Lathrop, Cal 


Death Resurrection and Destiny. 

J. 1I.8WIHABT. 

Some of our brelhr«n have been discussing the 
subject of the mortality of the soul and I have 
been a looker on, and hav« bwen silent, not because 
I had no interest in such a gravs subject, but hi- 
cause I thought rny lime had not come. 

But now, if the editor will give permission I 
will offer a few thoughts on three most prominent 


points that have been brought tor waiil in the friend- 
ly discueeion of the above nartn-d subject, viz: 

1. Death. 

2. Resurrection. 

3. Destiny. 

Then what in death — what die*? we answer, man. 
What if* man? we answer he was a lifeless body be- 
fore God breathed into hit nostrils the breath of 
life. What was man when God had breathed into 
bis nostrils the breath of life ? He was a living sonl. 
(Gen. 2:7.) What then is death — what part of 
man dies? That pail that God said sh on Id die. What 
part was that ? The whole man, just as God bad 
I or i ned him, and had put him into the garden ; to 
this man with life and body combined, which con- 
stituted the soul, (person — being) God said "In 
the day that thou patent thereof, (the forbidden 
fruit) thou shalt surely die." God did not talk to 
a dead body when He. spoke to Adam in Edon but 
to a living Soul, Neither did God say to Adam, 
Thy body shall die, it would have been nonsense 
if He had, for that which is already dead cannot die, 
and Adam was dead before he became a living 
Soul. James says "the body without the spirit is 
dead." So Adsm wan dead before God breathed 
into hie nostrils the bivath (Spirit) of life, and not 
until he was a living soul did God put him into 
Eden and threaten him with death. 

What then dies ? W« answer, that which li ves j 
what lives? The Iteing. What is the being. Soul 
and body ; and to this being God sa)>s thou shalt 
surely die or as the maigin ha* it, and which is 
most correct, dyin^ thon shalt die, (Shalt be Mor- 
tal) Death of being, (Soul and body) is the pen- 
alty of God's law to Adam. 

Now what fell U|>on Adam, t u ||„ t |jj 0fl Adam's 
race, tor "in Adam nil die," (eease. to live or have 
b» ing) and "the wage* ol sin is death." With the 
soul Adam and Eve lusted, with the body they 
ate, and I win must die to pay the penalty. 

We have stated l hut life and body combined con- 
stitute the soul, (being) and that the soul (being) 
dies, and to p rove our ]>oaitioii on this point we will 
cite a lew illustrations out of a great number to 
show the Bible use of the word soul, showing that 
it signifies being. II a soul (Wing ) touch ai<y un- 
clean thing, he shall 1m- unclean. Lev, 5: 2." 

Agsin, if the priest buy any soul (being, person) 
with his money, he shall eat of it. Den. 22 : 11. 
The soul (being) that sinneth it shall die. Ez, 18:4 
John says, "If we say we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us." Again Paul 
says, "we have all sinned." 

Jehovah said to Adam, whom Moses says was a 
living soul, "Thou shalt surely die." The Devil says 
to the same being, -'Thou shalt not surely die." 
Who will we believe ? Ezefciel says, "the Soul (be- 
ing) that sinneth it shall die." And to thia give 
all the saints, prophets, Jesus himntll testimony. 

The saints died in hope of a better life ; I he proph- 
ets rxpectrd and predicted the death uf Christ as 
an offering for sin. And Jesus died and bore wit- 
ness to the Great truth that, not only the body but 
the being (Soul and body combined) must, die for 
sin. Did Christ sin ? He did not, yet His soul 
(Being) was made an offering for sin. lea. 53 : 10. 
Christ offered as a sacrifice what all the world could" 
not accomplish, that is his life (Soul, Bting) thus 
we hear the Savior say, I lay down my life (Soul, 
Being) that I may take it again. No man, no not 
the Jews nor the Parthian soldiers, could kill His 
real Being or Soul. He miiRt offer that Himself. 
See John 10: 17, 18. When the dear Jesus had 
about reveal* d His Father's will to His disciples, 
having instituted the holy ordinances, and having 
crossed the brook Kedron followed by some of His 
dear disciples. He said unto them, "My soul (Being) 
is exceeding sorrowful even unto death." But why 
must the soul lie offered for sin ? Because sin killed 
the souls of men. and to redeem their soul«, Ghriso 
must offer His own soul — Being so that in him al 
may have their being— may lie resurrected and live 
again. Ab, but are not the de;id now in heuvi-n or 
hell? They arc not in In-iven, for Ji sus *ays,(John 
3: 13.) no man hath ascended to heaven but iho 
Son of man, neither are thev in the torments of hi II. 
David says, "in that vi iy day (day of his death) 
his thoughts perish. Psa. 146: 4. Again the 
Psalmist says. "the dead praise not the Lord, mtth- 
er any that go down into silence." Ps*. 115: 171 
In Eccl. 9: 5, we n nd, • the dead know not any- 
thing," Again, in the lOih verse "tbwr* is no wnik 
nor device nor knowledge nor wisdom in the grave 
whither thou goest." 

We have fouud man in the grave <'r pi ison- house 
of death, and he canine imh as he lives in the 
Lamb's book of life until Jesus will come and set 
the captive free (from the Adamic death.) 


